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 The Adult Education Committee has arranged a 
Parish Mission again this Advent, so mark your 
calendars.  “BEING CATHOLIC: A GRACE AND A 
PRIVILEGE”  will begin on Sat. Dec.3rd and end on 
Sun. Dec.11th.   
 Father Oscar Lukefahr, who was the speaker at 
our Fall Potluck Dinner last year is back for a whole 
week by popular demand! 
 The noted Catholic priest, theologian, author, 
and Catholic apologist has over 40 years experience as a 
religious educator and is one of the most sought after and 
popular interpreters of the Catholic faith.  Father 
Lukefahr is the author of numerous books, and operates 
the Catholic Home Study Service from the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis. 
 Father Lukefahr will open the Mission on Sat. 
Dec. 3rd by celebrating the 5:30 mass.  
 

Potluck Dinner 
 There will be a potluck dinner in the school 
cafeteria following the mass at 6:45pm.  Sign up for the 
potluck will be available after all the masses on 
Nov.19/20 and Nov 26/27. COME JOIN US FOR FUN 
AND FELLOWSHIP!! 
 
 Father Lukefahr will also celebrate mass on 
Sun. Dec 4th.  The topic for the homily at the masses 
will be “Where is God?” 
 The Mission talks will start on Sun. evening 
Dec 4th at 7:00 pm in church. There will be a question 
and answer session starting at 6:45 before each session. 
 

Mission Schedule and Topics 

 
Sun. Dec. 4:   “Being Catholic is Knowing God” 
Mon. Dec. 5:  “The Bible & Catechism: Listening to  

           Jesus” 

Tue. Dec. 6:   “The Sacrament of Penance; Jesus 

            Forgives”  (followed by a Penance 
                         Service with  8 priests present to                          
            hear confessions) 
Wed. Dec. 7:  “Four Levels of Happiness;   

            Following Jesus” 

 
Thurs. Dec. 8: Since this is a Holy Day of                
          Obligation, celebrating the Feast of  
                        the Immaculate Conception, there  
                        will be masses at 6:30 and 8:00 in  
                        the morning and again at 7:00 in 
                        the evening.  The topic for the 
                        Thursday homily is “The Real 

                       Presence of Christ”.  There will be a 
                        free will collection taken up after  
                        mass for Father Lukefahr.  There  
                        will also be a 2nd collection on the 
                        weekend of Dec. 10/11.  
Fri. Dec. 9:      Mass at 8:00am 
Sat. Dec. 10:   Mass at 5:30pm 
Sun. Dec. 11:  Masses at 8:00am and 10:30am. 
 

Teachers and Catechists  
 A total of 5 credit hours will be given for 
General Electives and Renewal hours for attending 
Mission sessions. 
 
 Father Lukefahr is dedicated to helping 
Catholics develop a clear understanding of their 
faith.  He uses lots of humor and leads his missions in 
an interesting and enjoyable manner.   
 His missions are very popular.  He has 15 
missions scheduled for 2012, some as far away as  
Colorado and Washington State, and 4 already 
scheduled for 2013.  
  This is going to be a wonderful opportunity 
to grow in our faith, please don’t miss it!!.  
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Coming Dec 3Coming Dec 3Coming Dec 3Coming Dec 3————11 11 11 11     
By Bill Huff 



       Along with 
this, we  have a bi-
monthly parish 
visit to different 
parishes in our 
area.  We do this to 
encourage parish-
ioners to help us 
promote and pray 
for vocations.  As 
we all know, most 
vocations begin in the home, led by the example 
and encouragement of parents and grandparents. 
         Serra is open to all Catholic men and 
women.   We meet on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of 
each month at the Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows, with Mass, beginning at 11:45. 
All are welcome to attend.   Presently there are 4 
men from Holy Childhood parish who are mem-
bers of Serra. We invite you to call Tom at 566-
8531, if you are interested in joining the Serra 
Club.  
 Even if you are unable to join at this 
time, please unite your prayers with ours for an 
increase in vocations in our diocese, parish and 
families.  Thank you for your prayers 

 Many people ask, “What is the Serra Club, 
and what do they do?” 
 Serra is an organization of lay Catholic men 
and women dedicated to promote, foster, encourage 
and pray daily for vocations to the Priesthood and 
Religious Life.   
 Serra also assists its members in recognizing 
and responding in their own lives to God’s call to 
holiness in Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit. 
 The Serra Club was named after Blessed Ju-
nipero Serra.  Father Serra was an 18th century Fran-
ciscan Missionary from Spain.  He established many 
missions throughout Mexico and California. 
 Over the years, Serra has become an Interna-
tional Organization with more than 20,000 members 
from 1160 Serra Clubs in 46 countries on 6 conti-
nents. 
 Pope John Paul II called Serra: “THE VO-
CATION ARM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.” 
 We are now promoting an interest among our 
elementary and high school students by arranging 
visits to a local seminary and convent in St. Louis.  
We also sponsor a bi-monthly Holy Hour at the Poor 
Clare’s Convent in Belleville.   

Serra Club of St. Clair County 
By  Tom Norrenberns, President 

Volume 11, issue 3                          Page 2 

We all have trials and tribulations in our lives that we are struggling to conquer.  What are some of 
the things keeping you from living the life God intended for you?  Maybe it's anger, temptations, 
pride etc.  Here at Holy Childhood at charismatic Eucharistic Adoration called Surrender takes place 
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month beginning at 7 p.m.  The dates are as follows for the next cou-
ple of Surrenders: Nov 16th, Dec 21st and Jan 18th. 
  
It is not a typical Adoration.  There is sharing, music, praise and worship like you've never experi-
enced. We invite you to attend this experience and truly offer your struggles up.  It is so incredibly 
restoring for your heart as well as your soul.  Come and place your struggles down at the foot of the 
Cross.  Are you ready to Surrender yourself to His Grace and Will? 
   
This Eucharistic Adoration is for everyone, not just the young, not just teens and not just the older 
members, but everyone, no matter what age you are.  
  

 “Seek the Lord and his strength, seek His presence continually.” 1 Chronicles 16:11 

SURRENDERSURRENDERSURRENDERSURRENDER    By Christeen Wingate 



how they live: Why are they like this? Why do 
they live in this way? What or who is it that in-
spires them? Why are they in our midst? Such a 
witness is already a silent proclamation of the 
Good News and a very powerful and effective 
one.”  
 
John Henry Newman wrote: “God has created me 
to do Him some definite service. He has commit-
ted some work to me which He has not committed 
to another...” 
 
I experienced my Cursillo weekend in February 
2011.  I say experienced because it is so much 
more than just attending.  We each have a “Best 
we can be”, and each of us has their own environ-
ment where their daily lives take them.  So each 
person will have their own experience of spiritual 
discovery, excitement and wonder.   
 
In the Belleville Diocese, we host Cursillo Week-
ends at the DuBois Center near DuBois, Illinois. 
The next men’s weekend begins the evening of 
March 1 and ends March 4, 2012 and the next 
women’s begins the evening of March 8 and ends 
March 11, 2012.  Below are some thoughts from 
some of your fellow parishioners about their Cur-
sillos.  Please talk with any of us if you are inter-
ested in a weekend or to hear more.   
 
  “I experienced my Cursillo weekend over 
14 years ago in Dickinson, ND.  I attended be-
cause my parents and family were very involved 
in Cursillo, and I was curious to see what it was all 
about.  For me it was a very moving experience.  I 
witnessed holiness in a joyful light with lots of love 
and laughter.  I recommend everyone go on a 
Cursillo weekend.” 
  Susan Anderson (618) 698-8775 

 
 "I attended Cursillo over 14 years ago at 
Dedeaux #156 in Dedeaux, MS.  I was away from 
home on military training and met many other 
men at various stages in their spiritual and per-
sonal lives.  The reconciliation, humility, healing, 

 Cursillo (pronounced kur-see-yo) is the Spanish 
word meaning “short course”; so a Cursillo Week-
end (Thursday night through Sunday night) is a 
short course in Christianity.  It is an encounter with 
self, Christ and others. During these weekends, 
those attending share the Eucharist and pray to-
gether.  They live and have fun together, listening 
to and discussing talks given by priests and laity.   
  
“Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of us your faith-

ful and kindle in us the fire of Your love.  Send 

forth Your Spirit and we shall be created.  And You 

shall renew the face of the earth.”   
 
Does this prayer cause a yearning in your heart?  A 
Cursillo weekend opens your heart and helps you 
to hear Jesus’ call to discipleship more clearly. 
 
In Matthew 5:13-16, Jesus tells us:  
“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its 
taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer 
good for anything but to be thrown out and tram-
pled underfoot.  You are the light of the world. A 
city set on a mountain cannot be hidden.  Nor do 
they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel 
basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light 
to all in the house.  Just so, your light must shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your heavenly Father.” 
 
Pope Paul VI’s Apostolic Exhortation on Evangeli-
zation in the Modern World #21:  
“Above all the Gospel must be proclaimed by wit-
ness. Take a Christian or a handful of Christians 
who, in the midst of their own community, show 
their capacity for understanding and acceptance, 
their sharing of life and destiny with other people, 
their solidarity with the efforts of all for whatever 
is noble and good. Let us suppose that, in addition, 
they radiate in an altogether simple and unaffected 
way their faith in values that go beyond current 
values, and their hope in something that is not seen 
and that one would not dare to imagine. Through 
this wordless witness these Christians stir up irre-
sistible questions in the hearts of those who see 

CURSILLOS IN CHRISTIANITY 
   Men’s Weekend:  March 1-4, 2012   
         Women’s Weekend:  March 8-11, 2012  

      By Vicky Scalf     
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and love that I witnessed and experi-
enced left an indelible mark on my 
soul--a truly life-changing event."   

     Scott Anderson (618) 698-8775 
 
 "I attended my Cursillo 13 years ago in 
Kansas City, Missouri.  I didn't quite know what to 
expect going in, but it was a wonderful time of 
prayer, meditation, and talks/discussion focusing 
on the richness of our faith.  I left inspired to con-
tinue learning more about our faith as well as 
committed to actively living the faith.  It was a 
wonderful weekend and I highly recommend it to 
anyone who feels like their faith life has gone flat."                    
                      David Berthe (202) 251-4919 
 
 “I experienced my Cursillo in February, 
1999 in Kansas City, MO.  I decided to go be-
cause I was encouraged to by many other parish-
ioners of the church I was attending.  It was a 
wonderful moving experience that helped me to 
grow in my faith.  I would encourage everyone to 
go.”   
                         Kari Berthe (202) 251-4884 
 
 “My Cursillo was in February of 2011.  I 
knew about Cursillo through friends and acquaint-
ances who had attended.  I enjoy learning more 
about my faith, and this was an opportunity that 
would work.  It was a great week-end.  The atmos-
phere at Camp DuBois is very peaceful.  The ex-
perience helped me grow in my faith.  Cursillo also 
emphasizes the sacraments which are a wonder-
ful part of our faith.  I encourage anyone inter-
ested to attend next year.”  
           Danny Beck (618) 566-3034 
 

 "I attended my Cursillo weekend earlier 
this year in February.  I thought of many excuses 
why I couldn't go, but feeling a strong nudge from 
God, calling me to grow in my faith, is the reason 
I decided to attend.  The weekend was a wonder-
ful experience, but what was even greater was 
how my faith and relationship with God have 
grown even stronger since the weekend --- the 
weekend is just the start.  I strongly urge you to 
take the time to attend a Cursillo soon."  
                                 Mary Elmore (618) 566-7315 
 
 “My Cursillo weekend was in February 
2011 at the DuBois Center.  I actually attended at 
my husband’s urging as this was not within my 
comfort zone, and I thought I was satisfied with 
the course of my spiritual journey.  What an 
awakening!  I realized I was simply holding this 
wonderful gift from God, and it was time to begin 
the unwrapping and sharing.  I feel my faith and 
trust in God has just blossomed, and it excites me 
to know it will continue to grow. I urge you to ex-
perience your own Cursillo.”  
            Vicky Scalf (618) 920-7704 
 
 “My participation in Cursillo ten years ago 
was like having a seed planted inside of me. 
Whenever I meet someone who has also at-
tended a Cursillo, that seed grows just a little bit 
as my bond with the Church is strengthened 
through our common experience. I feel this seed 
grows more and more, especially when Holy 
Childhood parishioners experience Cursillo, be-
cause then it is the unity in Christ of our local par-
ish community that is increased, the fruits of 
which are the gifts of Faith, Hope, and Love in our 
daily journey. Peace,”  
                              John Pettinger (618) 677-2724
 . 

CURSILLOS IN CHRISTIANITY  (continued) 

  We understand that little ones aren’t always quiet when we want them to 

be.  Sometimes parents are forced to take them out of the main church in order 

to keep from disturbing the congregation during the holiest moments of the Mass, 

which require everyone to focus on the changing of the bread and wine into the 

Body and Blood of Jesus. During the Liturgy of the Word, when all are focused on 

the Scriptures and the Homily, our youngest members often “raise their voices” 

past the comfort zone. 

 We suspect that many folks aren’t aware that in the gathering area between the rest rooms 

and the parish center, the Mass is audible via a speaker fed out to that area. Parents are encour-

aged to make use of this service whenever needed.  YOU can listen and pray along while attending to 

your child, without disturbing fellow worshipers. 
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 Together with Holy Childhood School, we are 

having a Food drive for the Catholic Urban Program 
(C.U.P.)  This organization is dedicated to alleviating 

the pain and suffering of the poor and elderly in our 

Belleville Diocese.  Their goal, and ours, is to person-

ify the Corporal Works of Mercy which Christ reveals 
to us in Matthew 25:35-36.  The food drive began on October 23rd, and ends Fri-

day, November 18th.  

 All of the PSR classes have met with Father Hartlein and Father Abraham to 
talk about the new changes in the Roman Missal.  

 The Eighth grade Confirmation classes of Holy Childhood and PSR met after 

10:30am Mass on November 6th for the Rite of Initiation/Acceptance. 
 The PSR program this year has 111 registered students.  We welcome the 

14 new families to our program. 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation will be held on December 11th for 

3rd through 5th grades and on December 18th for 6th through 8th 
grades. Please note that this is a change in the dates that were on 

the PSR calendar. 

 There will be no PSR on November 27th, the Thanksgiving 
week-end.  

 The Web-Site and email are now up and running.  We had 

some trouble with the email, but now have it straightened out.  Please check the 
website for there is information about Confirmation, First Communion on the 

site.  The PSR calendar, registration form, and the PSR Hand Book are also on the 

website. Go to http://www.holychildhoodchurch.com.  Choose Our Parish, then 

Educational Ministries, then PSR. 

Parish 
  School of        
     Religion    

By Marilyn Byrne. 
          PSR Director 

 Bethlehem means "House of Bread". Jesus is the 
Bread that came down from Heaven for the life of the 
world. He is Light for all times. He is the Love for all 
men.  
 When we see Him, we see the Father. For those 
who believe Christmas, no explanation is necessary; for 
those who do not believe, no explanation is possible. 
 
 

—- Father Angelus Shaugnessy, Order of Friars Minor Capuchin 



If you guess that the Holy Childhood 
School video library has movies that deliver a 
solid message of family values, faith in the 
marketplace, and following Christ, then you are 
correct.  

However, if you also guess that the 
movies all have similar story lines and fall into 
the same genre, then you couldn’t be more 
wrong. To demonstrate the nice variety, and to 
help you get started with a movie that you will 
enjoy, here are three movie comparisons. 

If you liked True Grit, then try The Inn of 

The SIXTH Happiness.  Both movies are a 
journey of struggle to overcome adversity; 
however, Gladys Aylward (Ingrid 
Bergman) demonstrates more grit than 
“Rooster” Cogburn, in her determination 
to live the life of a missionary in China. 
The wild west Oklahoma footage in True 
Grit is no match for the beautiful 
sweeping landscapes of rural China. Plus, 
much is revealed about Chinese culture in 
this true story of faith, courage, and 
fortitude. 

If you liked Bella and A Christmas Carol, 
then try Sarah’s Choice.  Bella, a strong pro-life 
movie, is geared mostly toward a powerful 
decision based upon emotion and love. Sarah’s 

Choice, also a strong pro-life movie, challenges 
the viewers to rationally defend the pro-life 
position against the wisdom of society. While 
Sarah receives unhelpful advice from a coworker, 
a boss, and a woman’s clinic employee, she is 
aided by three A Christmas Carol-style visions 
that give her true wisdom to see through society’s 
lies. 

If you would like a combination of Leave 

it to Beaver and the Indiana Jones movies, then try 
Escape from Wildcat Canyon. As the story begins, 
this suburban America family is crumbling under 

familiar 21st century pressures. Then, 
young Pete Flint and his grandfather 
are faced with an Indiana Jones-like 
string of challenges, each one more 
difficult than the previous. In the end, 
the Flints, like the Cleavers, come 
together and the entire family learns a 
lesson about what is truly most 
important. 
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A STRONG WOMAN VERSUS A WOMAN OF STRENGTHA STRONG WOMAN VERSUS A WOMAN OF STRENGTHA STRONG WOMAN VERSUS A WOMAN OF STRENGTHA STRONG WOMAN VERSUS A WOMAN OF STRENGTH    
 
 A strong woman works out every day to keep her body in shape 
    … but a woman of strength kneels in prayer to keep her soul in shape... 
 
 A strong woman isn't afraid of anything  
   … but a woman of strength shows courage in the midst of her fear... 
 
 A strong woman won't let anyone get the best of her  
   … but a woman of strength gives her best to everyone... 
 
 A strong woman makes mistakes and avoids the same in the future 
   ... A woman of strength realizes life's mistakes can also be God's blessings ... 
 
 A strong woman walks sure-footedly 
   ...but a woman of strength knows God will catch her when she falls... 
 
 A strong woman wears a look of confidence on her face 
   ...but a woman of strength wears grace... 
 
 A strong woman has faith that she is strong enough for the Journey 
  ... But a woman of strength has faith that it is in the Journey that she will become strong... 

By john Pettinger 

  A Message  A Message  A Message  A Message    
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Holy Childhood 
St. Vincent  de Paul Annual Report 

by Bill Huff 

 At the end of September, our St. Vincent de Paul 
conference completed a mandatory  yearly report of its 
activities here at Holy Childhood.   
 We found that we made 107 home visits last year 
and helped 148 adults and 136 children.  Most of the re-
quests for help were for utility bills that people could not 
pay.  Since it was such a hot summer, we were very busy,  
making 36 visits during August and September alone. 
 While most of the calls for help concerned utility 
bills, we have seen an increase in requests for housing for 
people who are homeless.  We helped 5 families who were 
living week to week at Mid America Inn just outside of 
Scott AFB. 
 St. Vincent de Paul works in concert with the 
Mascoutah Concerned Christian Ministry.   Holy Child-
hood is part of this network and some of  our members are 
on the board for Concerned Christians and help out with  
the food pantry run by Concerned Christians.  We take 
turns with the financial part of helping people.  We have to 
keep our funds separate from theirs according to the rules 
of St. Vincent de Paul.   
 Concerned Christians has the greater financial 
burden of helping people because they have a much 
broader base of support.  They are 6 churches, we are  
one. The people of Holy Childhood are very generous in 
their support of St. Vincent de Paul.  Last year you donated 
$7,803 to us and we spent $6,161 helping the needy.   
 The surplus money left over from donations is 
kept in a rainy day fund to help people if donations for one 
year fall short.  ALL money donated goes to help peo-
ple.  We take nothing for travel expenses and don’t go to 
fancy conventions on somebody else’s dime.  
 We recently had some training with the regional 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.  Part of the training dealt with 
making of home visits to the people we help.  They were 
amazed that we visited with every family we helped.  They 
said no other St. Vincent de Paul chapter in their region did 
this.   
 When we visit with people we do what we can to 
offer advice on how they may be able to help themselves.  
We do this in the most gentle,  non-threatening way possi-
ble.  No one knows better than we do that we are not 
trained counselors. 
 Two visits this past year stand out in my mind.  
Both of them concern homeless people.  Our charter only 
allows us to help people one time every 12 months, and we 
are pretty much limited to $200 per request for help.  We 
had an 18 year old boy come to us for help.  He had been  
living on his own since he was 15 and had been sleeping 

under a bridge over the Metro-link tracks at night and 
riding the train during the day.  He wouldn’t say 
how or what he ate.   
 He had applied for a job at a local fast-food  
restaurant at Green Mount Crossing and was sure he 
had the job.  He needed a place where he could stay and 
clean up for work. We put him up for a week at Mid-
America Inn, which was about all that we could do. He 
said that was close enough to walk to work if he could 
not find a ride.  After that week, he was gone and we 
never found out what happened or where he went.  
 I don’t feel that we helped that young  
man all that much.  We were able to get him by for one 
week out of his life.  But, just maybe, we had a bigger 
impact on his life than we will ever know. 
 The other case involved a young woman who 
was also staying at Mid-America Inn.  She was di-
vorced, had one child, and had no contact with her ex-
husband because of physical abuse.  She did not even 
want her ex to know where she was staying because of 
fear of him.   
 She had worked as a seamstress at a factory in 
Lebanon that made items for the U.S. military.  She lost 
her job when the factory decided to contract that part of 
the work out.   
 She bought the 
same sewing machines 
she had used and became 
that contractor.  She had 
the sewing machines set 
up in her room;  she and 
her son slept on the floor 
in the corner of the 
room.  She was behind 
in her rent because of an unavoidable car repair that she  
had to make in order to work.   
 She had been at the motel for several weeks 
and was very positive about getting a real home in the 
near future.  She just needed some breathing room.  I 
feel like we really did help her out and made a differ-
ence in her life. 
 The St. Vincent de Paul Society of Holy 
Childhood serves all people living in the Mascoutah 
School District without regard to race, religion, or eth-
nic background.  
  Thank you for your generous support that 
allows us to help needy people in our community. 
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Congratulations, 
Monsignor 
Hartlein! 

By Bill Huff 

Mary’s.  When Cathedral High was closed in 
1964, Father Jerry’s teaching responsibilities 
were reassigned to the Academy of Notre Dame, 
the all-girl Catholic high school serving the par-
ishes in the Belleville area.  He also taught at 
Assumption Catholic High School (for boys) in 
East St. Louis. 
 These years of teaching created a spe-
cial place in his heart for young people and their 
spiritual formation. His commitment to the educa-
tion of diocesan youth through Catholic High 
Schools remained when Althoff High School was 
built to replace the two older schools in Belleville. 
Through the years, he continues his support of 
Catholic Education through Althoff High School. 
 On Oct. 19, 1965 Father Hartlein was 
assigned to his first pastorate at St. Mary’s 
Church at Mound City, Illinois.  Mound City is in 
the southern tip of Illinois and sits on the Ohio 
River just north of Cairo. The whole area was 
and still is officially termed “poverty stricken”.    
When he got there, he found the parish was 
physically run down and the people were very 
poor.   
 He became heavily involved in develop-
ing humanitarian projects in the community.  He 
became chairman of Head Start, the kindergar-
ten program for “at risk” young children to help 
them prepare for success in school. 
 On July 6, 1972 Bishop Zuroweste as-
signed him to Holy Childhood of Jesus in Mas-
coutah.  Msgr. Hartlein believed that a parish 
family should pray together, work together, and 
have fun together.  As we all know Msgr. makes 
an effort to learn the names of each person and 
gets to know each one of us on a first name ba-
sis. 
 Soon after his arrival in Mascoutah, 
Msgr. Hartlein became a central part of the Min-
isterial Alliance.  This group of six of the nine  
churches in Mascoutah was formed to develop a 
greater rapport in the community by coordinating 
some of their activities.  Msgr. was elected  
chairman of this group in his first year in Mascou-
tah.  Through the auspices of the Alliance, Msgr. 
aided in the establishment of a Senior Citizens 

 This fall, our own Monsignor Jerry 
Hartlein has been chosen to receive not just one 
but TWO area appreciation awards for his ser-
vice to the community. 
 On Oct. 1, the Belleville Diocese Chap-
ter of the Knights of Columbus held the 27th 
annual Southern Friendship Dinner at Holy 
Childhood School cafeteria.   
 The Belleville Diocese Chapter, which 
was formed in 1978 is comprised of 52 Knights 
of Columbus councils.  The Chapter recognizes 
outstanding Knights who demonstrate their 
commitment to Council, Community and Church 
activities and honors them at the annual Friend-
ship Dinner in the fall.  We are proud to an-
nounce that this year Msgr. Jerome Hartlein 
was one of the recipients. 
 On November 16, Father was again 
recognized by Althoff High School with the re-
ceipt of the VALUES  & VISIONS AWARD at 
the 47th annual banquet. 
 In this parish, we all acknowledge the 
dedication, service and pastoral care he has 
showered on us for nearly 40 years, but Father 
Hartlein’s care for his neighbor has spread 
much farther than that. 

What makes Msgr. Hartlein so special 
that he received these awards you ask? 
Let me tell you just a FEW of the reasons: 
 Msgr. Hartlein’s first assignment was to 
St. Albert the Great Parish in Fairview Heights, 
with Msgr Clement Schindler as pastor.  He 
served there from 1958 to 1963, and joined the 
Knights of Columbus during this time.  He re-
ceived first, second, and third degrees on Nov. 
1, 1959, and the fourth degree on 1 April, 
1978.  On July 1, 1973 Msgr. Hartlein was  
appointed as  chaplain of the Holy Childhood of 
Jesus council #4380 of  the Knights of Colum-
bus.  He continues to serve in this capacity after  
38 years. 
 In 1963, Father Jerry was assigned as 
a full-time teacher at Cathedral High School, an 
all-boys Catholic high school serving parishes in 
and around Belleville. At that time he was also 
in residence at St. Mary’s parish in Belleville 
and served as a part-time assistant to Msgr. 
Joseph Orlet.  At the end of that school year, he 
was assigned as full-time assistant at St. Continued on page 9 
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Center, where seniors can get a hot meal and lots 
of fellowship on weekdays.  The Meals-on-Wheels 
Program for homebound seniors is run  
from the Senior Citizens Center and manned by 
volunteers from the community churches. 
 He was instrumental in starting the non-
denominational Outdoor Way of the Cross which 
takes place each Good Friday, and is attended by 
people of all ages and all faiths.  Another major 
event established by the Alliance is the Ecumeni-
cal Thanksgiving Day Service which is hosted 
from church to church in successive years.  
  Msgr. Hartlein was recognized by the 
community in 1988 when he was awarded the 
Mascoutah Chamber of Commerce “Person of the 
Year” award. 
 One of Msgr Hartlein’s most beloved or-
ganizations is the Red Cross Blood Program in 
Mascoutah.  Because of his efforts, Mascoutah 
has gone from a single annual blood drive in 1974 
to eight drives per year, collecting over 800 units 
of blood a year.   It has become a community 
event with great support, and Mascoutah is recog-
nized throughout the area as one of the largest 
blood donating centers for its size.  
  He has served on and chaired many 
boards involving blood drives for the Red cross in 
both Illinois and Missouri.  In 1988 he was chosen 
for the American Red Cross State of Illinois Indi-
vidual Award for Blood and Tissue Services. 
 On May 6, 2005, he received the Christian 
Service Award given by Catholic Social services to 
persons who exemplify Christ by reaching out  
to those in need within the Belleville Diocese.  Re-
cipients of this award personify God’s love for their 
neighbors and for all of us.  Msgr. Hartlein leads 
by example, challenging his flock to grow in their 
love of God by giving  and caring for others.   
 But the most important gift that Msgr. 
Hartlein has given to us has got to be his love of 
the priesthood.  He has been a priest for 53 years 
and is the longest serving active pastor in the Dio-
cese of Belleville. 
 Thank you Msgr. Hartlein for all you do 
and for just being you. 
 
 
  

   Msgr. Hartlein 
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BAPTISMSBAPTISMSBAPTISMSBAPTISMS    
                         By Paula Proffitt 

 

William Herb Nalibroski               9-17-11 

    son of Ben & Julie Nalibroski 

 

 Isabella Grace Kilian                    9-18-11 

    daughter of Kevin & Heidi Kilian 

 

Laney Marie Smith                        9-25-11 

    daughter of Cory & Kathryn Pinkman 

 

Halle Jane Brennan                      10- 9-11 

   daughter of Michael & Shelby Brennan 

 

Collins Pamela Williams              10-22-11 

   daughter of Frank & Quinn Williams  

It is better  
to be the child of God  

than king  
of the whole world. 

 
                  -- St. Aloysius Gonzaga 



Holy Childhood of Jesus Catholic 

Church 

104 N. Independence Street 

Mascoutah, IL 62258 

NON PROFIT 
ORG. 

U. S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Mascoutah, IL 
PERMIT NO. 4 


